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Avenue



Late 1890s/Early 1990s: Andrew Carnegie 
funds approx. 3,000 public libraries. (Carnegie 
Philanthropy Foundation.)

Local teacher Rue Randall Clifford heard 
about the Carnegie grant program and rode 
through town on horseback 
gathering signatures to show public interest 
in establishing a library.

1916: South San Francisco is awarded a 
Carnegie grant to build the library. The town 
is required to provide land for the building 
and fund ongoing staffing, books and supplies 
costs. Mrs. Caroline Coffinberry is hired as 
the first librarian. A Library Board of Trustees 
is created, and the City Council gives $200 to 
purchase books.

1917:  The Grand Avenue library opens as a 
free public library on August 15.

Andrew Carnegie 
(above)

Rue Randall Clifford 
(right)



City Librarian Lauretta Hussar (center) presenting 
plans for new library on West Orange - 1966



Library at West Orange becomes the new 
Main Library on February 19, 1967



West Orange dedication 

ceremony - February 19, 1967



First History Room exhibit 
at West Orange - 1967



Library staff - 1989



Grand Library 75th Birthday celebration - 1991



National Library Week celebration at 
Main Library - 1993



Main Library renovation - 1994



Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon - 1997



Children’s music program - 2001



Remodeled children's area at Main Library – 2010



Remodeled adult area at Main Library - 2010



Main Library reopens April 24, 2010



Circulation Desk circa 1985

(Library History Scrapbook, 1980s and 90s. SSFPL History Room.)
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