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Andrew Carnegie
(above)

Rue Randall Clifford
(right)

Late 1890s/Early 1990s: Andrew Carnegie
funds approx. 3,000 public libraries. (Carnegie
Philanthropy Foundation.)

Local teacher Rue Randall Clifford heard
about the Carnegie grant program and rode
through town on horseback

gathering signatures to show public interest
in establishing a library.

1916: South San Francisco is awarded a
Carnegie grant to build the library. The town
is required to provide land for the building
and fund ongoing staffing, books and supplies
costs. Mrs. Caroline Coffinberry is hired as
the first librarian. A Library Board of Trustees
is created, and the City Council gives $200 to
purchase books.

1917: The Grand Avenue library opens as a
free public library on August 15.



Ci’rﬁibrarion Lauretta Hussar (center) ‘p>re§énTing
plans for new library on West Orange - 1966
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Library at West Orange becomes the new
Main Library on February 19, 1967



West Orange dedication
ceremony - February 19, 1967




First History Room exhibit
at West Orange - 1967
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Grand Library 75™ Birthday celebration - 1991

-



National Library Week celebration at
Main Library - 1993
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Iv\oin’Librory renovation - 1994



Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon - 1997
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Remodeled children’s area at Main Libbrary —2010




Remodeled adult area at Main Library - 2010
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Main Library reopens April 24, 201




Have All Items
Checked Out At Least
10 Minutes
Before Closing

Circulation Desk circa 1985
(Library History Scraplbook, 1980s and 90s. SSFPL History Room.)




Malcolm Robertson, South San Francisco resident and patron of Wes? Orange énd
Grand Avenue libraries for sixteen years, likes all types of re§d1ng méterlal.
He uses the library about four times a week and comments 'the library is well-

. : : "
maintained, good collections, sensitive to patron needs.

(Liorary History
Scrapbook, 1980sand
90s. SSFPL History Room.)

Scott Hansen has used the West Orange and Grand Avenue libraries for over twenty
years. (Note: He also met his wife at the librarv when she was working at West
Orange) Scott's current reading is horror novels of Stephen King. During one
of his more recent visits, he found the reference staff particularly helpful in

finding back issues of Photography magazines. He has been to the library at least
fifty times in the past year.




(Library History
Scrapbook, 1980sand
90s. SSFPL History Room.

Duane Stephens is currently working at West Orange Library in the Work Experience
Program sponsored by South San Francisco High School. He has been using the library
since fifth grade (at least once a week). He also uses the school library. He
likes to read self-help books, and is currently reading The Power Of Positive 2
Thinking by Norman Vincent Peale. Duane also likes biographies. Whenever Duane
wants to know more about a subject, he automatically thinks of the library. He

says that his father also uses library books for household projects.




(Liorary History
Virginia Sharp, a resident of Pacifica, has been using the South San Francisco
SCerbOOk, ]9805 Gnd Public Library for twelve years. She has been visiting West Orange at least

. once a week during the past year. Virginia likes to just browse when she
QOSSSFPI_ HISTOry ROOm) comes to the library, saying 'we're the best in the area, terrific service'.

Liz Astle, a South San Francisco resident, has been using the West Orange Library
for fifteen vears. She also uses Grand Avenue, and the San Mateo County Office

Of Education Library in Redwood City. She is currently reading a political book,
as well as borrowing children's books, cassettes, and using the Reference Department.




Gleeful ghosties and ghouls for the West Orange Avenue Library Summer Reading
Program Club Party Tuesday included Ed Emond, Rosa Rivas, Marina Lans,
Marilyn Aasland, Frances Chamberlain, Laura Hussey and Cheryl Gratano. Festivities
and refreshments concluded the Summer Reading Program and prizes were
presented to boys and girls who read 10 books or more. ; ' »
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(Library History Scrapbook, 1980s and 90s. SSFPL History Room.)
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RULES

i. Tourists must read 10 books, 3 having something to do with

travel and 7 either fiction or non-fiction of your choice,
2. Tourists must give a report to a library worker after

finishing each books Only 10 books may be reported,

Children in grades one, two, or three may draw a picture

of the book instead of an oral report,

Dates for the reading club, June 29 through August 20

Sign-ups start June 8, 1970,

Club ends with an International party in August,

(Libbrary History
Scrapbook, 1980s
and 90s. SSFPL
History Room.)




(Library History
Scrapbook,
1980s and 90s.
SSFPL History
Room.)



Halley’s
| Comet
Italk at
Hlibrary

By ﬁll Hurechmann

- Tie South San Francisco Public

a lying start Dec. 2 when a top
tronomer visits the library for a

{ ram.
Anm Fraknoi, executive offi-

r of the Astronomical Society of

-the Pacific and a part-time
_professor of astronomy and
.physics at San Francisco State

\ '»University, will be the guest
lecturer in the program entitled,
| “Return of Halley’s Comet.”
- The program, free but with a
‘reservation required, will begin at
-7:30 p.m. in the lower level

‘auditorium at the Wif\‘ Orarwe ki
b -

| Avenue Library bran.
{ O{:r:ge Ave. To reserve a seat,
| visit the library and secure a
| ticket. ‘
| Halley’s Comet, during its
return late this year and early
1986, is a once-in- every-76-years
| occurrence. Itis ed to be
| quite dim and may be difficult to
| see from most urban area of the
“United States.
- Fnk.noi ';::3 lsedltor:'fist::dby
magazine, Mercury, pu
A;tronomial‘?oc and is
author of three books and
numerous articles on astronomy

%y Couftésy of Ut

‘HALLEY'S COMET RAG'This is the cover page for sheet
music entitled “Halley's Comet Rag." It was written by Harry J.
Lincoln in 1910, the most recent appearance of the comet.

education and interdisciplinary
roaches to astronomy.

m 1982 to

1984 he was host

of “Exploring the Universe,” a
two-hour weekly talk show on
KGO-FM, San Francisco.

The libra
Instmcuomwtg

roﬁmm will include
help locate the

comet as well as an introductory
discussion about comet science
and lore, a preview of the i
spacecraft missions meeting the

comet and a general introduction
b |have -

(Library History
Scrapbook,
1980s and 90s.
SSFPL History
Room.)



(Library History
Scrapbook,

1980sand 90s.
SSFPL History |

Room.)
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(Library History
Scrapbook,
1980s and 90s.
SSFPL History
Room.)




CHILDREN, PARENTS, TEACHERS: SHOP EARLY FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS!

T JROAY  0CTOBER ¢ ,,”,‘
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ZVER

NEW BOOKS FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES! RECORDS, CASSETTES, T0O!

FROM

IF WISHES
WERE HORSES

BOOKSTORE

(Library History
11— d Scrapbook, 1980s
10% OF PROCEEDS WILL GO TO CHILDREN'S DEPARTMENT FOR PUPPETS! G ﬂ d QOS . SS F P I—

History Room.)




(Library History
Scrapbook, 1980s
and 90s. SSFPL

History Room.)
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