
City of South San Francisco 

 

 

 

 

City of South San Francisco 
Economic & Community Development 
400 Grand Avenue, South San Francisco, CA 94080 
Phone: (650) 829-6620 | Fax: (650) 829-6623 
Email: web-ecd@ssf.net | Website: www.ssf.net 

HIGHLIGHTS 

IN HOUSING 

The mission of the Department of Economic and Community Development 
is the preservation and improvement of the physical and economic condi-
tions of the City of South San Francisco. As the City continues to prosper, 
the Department is committed to meeting the diversity and affordability 
needs of the local community. South San Francisco takes current housing 
challenges head on through a multi-faceted, proactive approach and con-
tinues to be one of the most affordable and accessible cities in the County.  



Affordable and Accessible 

 

33 
90 

Beds available through the Samaritan 

House—Safe Harbor Shelter in the City, 

the only homeless shelter in the County 

without a sobriety requirement. It serves 

400 individuals per year 

Million dollars invested in 

the current Capital Im-

provement Program budget 

to repair streets, sidewalks, 

and other municipal up-

grades for the City’s older 

residential neighborhoods 

44 
Senior residents  

assisted through the 

City's Housing   

Rehabilitation and  

Minor Home Repair  

Programs in FY 12-13 

11 
Affordable studios  

rehabilitated at MidPen 

Sundial Apartments 

through $139,637 of 

City CDBG funds in  

FY 13-14 

58 
% of all rent-restricted 

Single Room Occupancy 

(SRO) units in the County 

are  comprised of the 

City’s rent-restricted SRO 

stock alone 

Goals Accomplishments 

 Preserve existing 

housing and 

neighborhoods 

 The City preserves and enhances existing single and multi-family housing stock through 

housing rehabilitation programs; as an example, the City has invested approximately $2.2 

million  in rehabilitating  Single Room Occupancy units, which are among the most  

affordable options available for low-income individuals 

 The City improves residents’ living conditions through Code Enforcement and Building  

inspections  

 Support  

development of 

special housing 

needs 

 The City provides financial and technical support to local housing programs for the disabled, 

large families, elderly, low income families, and other special groups 

 Ensure equal  

access to housing 

 The City uses federal HOME Administrative funds from the County to support proactive 

measures that eliminate unlawful discrimination in housing 

 The City uses federal CDBG funds to support case management services for low-income  

residents with legal housing issues 

 
New housing units on  

El Camino Real are  

estimated to begin  

construction in Spring 2015 

as part of Phase 1 of a total 

284-unit project  

 
Rental units constructed at 636 El 

Camino Real for working families, 40 of 

which are suitable for large families and 

20 units are accompanied by case  

management for San Mateo County  

Mental Health clients 

109 

150 



Financially Proactive 

 

Goals Accomplishments 

 Promote new housing 

developments  

 The City has conducted strategic site assembly 

 The City promotes a variety of unit sizes and mix of housing types 

 The City’s Inclusionary Housing Ordinance is one of the more aggressive  

inclusionary ordinances in the County with a requirement of 20% affordability for 

new owner-occupied dwelling units 

 Capitalize on vacant and 

underutilized land 

 The City encourages mixed-use development, infill development, and  

revitalization throughout the community 

 The City promotes high density, transit-oriented mixed use development in  

Priority Development Areas (PDAs), which are locally-identified areas  where  

efforts are concentrated to develop more housing, amenities, and services to meet 

the needs of residents in a pedestrian-friendly environment served by transit 

 Rehabilitate housing and 

support housing-related 

public services 

 The City utilizes and leverages federal CDBG and HOME Administrative funds 

from the County to support local programs, including the Center for the  

Independence of Individuals with Disabilities (CID) Housing Accessibility  

Modification, Rebuilding Together, and the City-Sponsored Housing Rehabilitation 

Program. In FY 12-13 for example, $450,466 of federal and municipal funds were 

allocated to these programs to rehabilitate a total of 49 units in the City 

 
From 1999 to 2006, the City permitted 

98% of the housing need identified in its 

RHNA, including a greater percentage of 

units for very-low, low and moderate-

income households than in the County as 

a whole 

Compared with many jurisdictions across San Mateo County and the Bay Area region as whole,  

South San Francisco stands out as a leader in promoting housing development  

for all segments of the community.  
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Environmentally Responsible 

 

Goals Accomplishments 

 Sustainability planning 

and implementation 
 The Green Building Ordinance assists with conservation modifications in existing 

residential rehabilitation projects 

 The Climate Action Plan (CAP) encourages the integration of high density  

development, underutilized development, and alternatives to automobile reliance 

 The CAP also sets forth greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction measures and methods that 

may be utilized by all—from basic weatherization to solar panels 

 Maintain and improve 

quality of life 

 The City meets California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines through 

quality design and enforcement, meanwhile conducting an expeditious review  

process 

 The City maintains adequate public facilities and infrastructure  

 The City implements design standards to ensure safety, noise mitigation, and other 

factors pertinent to quality of life; as an example, the City’s Aircraft Noise Insulation  

    Collaborative 

 

Goals Accomplishments 

 Remove constraints to 

housing development 
 The City streamlines the permit process through the Permit Center 

 Support regional  

housing solutions with 

other agencies 

 The City collaborates with stakeholders and agencies such as Caltrain on the  

Downtown Station Area Plan to ensure that the need and capacity for affordable 

housing development and preservation is addressed through a transit-supportive  

development approach 

 The City participates in the 21 Elements project, the active collaboration of all 21  

jurisdictions in the County in an effort to strengthen local partnerships and develop 

higher quality Housing Elements by 2015 

 Keep developers and 

residents apprised of 

key housing programs 

and development  

opportunities 

 The City facilitates outreach through workshops, public hearings and notices, web-

site and television communications, as well as social media outlets 

         As part of the Downtown Station Area Plan, the City will support public right of way (ROW) improvement 

projects to enhance the aesthetics of the historic downtown neighborhood while improving pedestrian and bicycle 

circulation. 


