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How to read Open Library eBooks on your  

Computer (Windows/Mac/Android) 
 

What you need: 

 A Computer 

 An internet connection 

 An Open Library Account 

Getting an Open Library Account 

The first thing you’ll need is an account with the Open Library.  This is free and easy to get. 
 
Go to the Open Library’s main page (www.openlibrary.org) and click Sign Up:  

 

 

 
 
Fill out the required fields and click Sign Up. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.openlibrary.org/
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You’ll receive a message asking you to check your email. 
 

 
 
Once you check your email and click the link in the message you receive, you’ll have everything 
you need to check out Open Library titles. 
 

Checking Out Open Library Titles 

Open Library eBooks are listed as electronic resources in the library catalog: 
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When you click on the title, the record will say Connect to this historical/special collection 
resource online from Open Library.  Click on that link. 
 

 
 
 

Click Log in. 
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Enter your user name and password and click Log in. 
 

 
 
Click eBook under Borrow. 
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Click Read in Browser.  This option allows you to read the book without having to install any 
additional software. 
 

 
 
The book will take a few moments to load… 
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Once the book has downloaded, it will open in a high-quality scanned version. 
 

 
 
Click the right-hand page to move forward and the left-hand page to move back. 
 
To return the book, click Return Book in the top menu bar. 
 

 
 

If you have any questions about eBooks or the eBook services offered by the 
library, call us at (650) 829-3860 or email ssfpladm@plsinfo.org. 
 

mailto:ssfpladm@plsinfo.org

