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1 Phases, 2000
ARTIST: Linda Fleming 
LOCATION: Hines Building at 701 Gateway 
INSTALLED: 2000 

2 Repose
ARTIST: Randall Shiroma 
LOCATION: Boston Properties at 601 Gateway 
INSTALLED: 2002

3 Numen (not pictured)
ARTIST: Randall Shiroma 
LOCATION: Boston Properties at 601 Gateway 
INSTALLED: 2002

4 Passage (not pictured)
ARTIST: Randall Shiroma 
LOCATION: Boston Properties at 601 Gateway 
INSTALLED: 2002

5 Kinetic Metal Sculpture (picture on back)
ARTIST: unknown  
LOCATION: Gryphon Therapeutics at 600 Gateway 
INSTALLED: unknown

6 Fountain Sculpture
ARTIST: Robert La Rocca 
LOCATION: Britannia Oyster Point at Oyster Cove 
INSTALLED: 2003

7  Birthplace of Biotechnology 
Landmark Sign 
ARTIST: Habeeba Clark  
LOCATION: Genentech at 1 DNA Way 
INSTALLED: 2001 

8 Genentech Founders Statue 
ARTIST: Larry Anderson   
LOCATION: Genentech at 1 DNA Way 
INSTALLED: 1992 

9 Statue of a Colt
ARTIST: unknown  
LOCATION: Brentwood Shopping Center, 
Sidewalk corner of Northwood & Hazelwood 
INSTALLED: unknown

                      
10  Life Tiles

ARTIST: Jeff Northam  
and Rufus Butler Seder 
LOCATION: South San 
Francisco BART Station  
at 1333 Mission Road 
INSTALLED: 2003

In 1929, business 
leaders invited the 
world to establish 
commercial 
ventures and roots 
in the City of South 
San Francisco by 
installing concrete 
block letters 
unabashedly 

announcing “South San Francisco — The Industrial City” in 
the scenic backdrop of Sign Hill. This prominent image and 
historical artifact, perhaps what could be considered one of 
South San Francisco’s first public art installations, inspired the 
fledgling agricultural community to evolve into a thriving 21st 
century metropolitan area.

By its subjective nature public art accomplishes many 
objectives. Public art beautifies and enhances the landscape. 
It challenges, questions, and provokes dialogue. It impacts, 
defines, safeguards, and celebrates public space and the 
identity of the community. In the City of South San Francisco, 
each generation uniquely employed the accessibility of public 
art. From the intriguing historical murals of the Metropolitan 
Hotel to the scintillating steel lines of the Millennium, this 
foresight compelled the population to achieve a dynamic 
transition into contemporary society while still respecting the 
founding values of the past.

In this new millennium, city leaders, with the overwhelming 
support of residents and the business community, continue 
their commitment to seek and encourage the placement 
of public art in the City of South San Francisco. As the 
stunning mural Transporting Oneself takes the viewer on 
a journey through time and space so does this brochure 
invite the reader on a journey to discover an industrious and 
resilient community as revealed by its public and private art 
installations. In this century, the proclamation to the world is, 
“Welcome, We are building our Community…through Art!”
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murals 11    Prometheus 
Gives Fire to Man

ARTIST: Nicolai Larsen 
LOCATION: SSF Cal Train 
Station on Dubuque Avenue 
under Highway 101 
INSTALLED: 1996 
The mural conveys the Greek 
myth of Prometheus. It lends 

itself to an interpretation of South San Francisco’s transition 
from an industrial past, through the industrious present and to 
a biotechnical and culturally sophisticated future as the next 
millennium was approaching. 

12 The Doors of Avignon
ARTIST: John Pugh 
LOCATION: Breezeway between 321 & 329 Grand Avenue 
INSTALLED: 1997 
The illusionary artwork is a “trompe l’oeil” which is French for 
deceives the eye. Inspired by a trip to Paris, the artist’s vision for this 
walkway was an old street replete with European windows, doors, 
planter boxes and creative stone work.

13 Transporting Oneself
ARTIST: Catalina Gonzalez 
LOCATION: 315 Airport Blvd near Lux 
INSTALLED: 1999 
A mural that reflects the past, present and future  
of the transportation industry and the movement  
of man through time and space.

14 Children’s Center Mural (not pictured)
ARTISTS: Dennis Crossland, Cultural Arts Commissioners, volunteers 
LOCATION: Children’s Center Stairway near 520 Tamarack Lane 
INSTALLED: 1999 
This mural was a joint project that involved children, their 
parents, volunteers and Commissioners. The project was under 
the direction of artist and Commissioner Dennis Crossland and 
was supported by the Commission, the School District and the 
Children’s Center.

15 Whimsical Windows
ARTIST: Guided Imagery & Production 
LOCATION: 500 Grand Avenue and Spruce  
INSTALLED: 1999 
17 interactive trompe l’oeil murals tell stories of joy and kindness 
towards self and others.

16  Pictorial History of South San Francisco  
from 1835 to 1985
ARTIST: Carlota Espinoza 
LOCATION: East Walls of Metropolitan Hotel at 220 Linden Ave 
DEDICATED: 1985 
Commencing in 1980, this was a project named “Paint the 
Town” and initiated by the South San Francisco Downtown 

Merchants Association  
wishing to illustrate the  
City’s proud heritage.
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For more information on the  
South San Francisco Cultural Arts 

Commission, contact:

City of South San Francisco 
Recreation and Community Services 

33 Arroyo Drive 
South San Francisco, CA 94080

Phone: (650) 829-3800 
Web: www.ssf.net

Sue Perotti, Recreation & Community Services Manager 
Email: sue.perotti@ssf.net

Ercie Santos, Cultural Arts Specialist 
Email: ercie.santos@ssf.net

Credits:
BROCHURE DESIGN: Olive Design, wendy@oliveideas.com

BROCHURE PHOTOGRAPHY: Scott Buschman Photography,  
www.buschmanphoto.com, 

and City staff
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