www.ssf.net/history

Inside This Issue

Message from the President ... .. .. 2
Museum Acquisitions . ............ 2
InMemory .......... ... ... . ... 2
New Members .................. 2
Do You Know These Boys? ........ 2
Sunshine Gardens School Students
Visit Chestnut Museum ........... 3
A Look Back: Witnessing the

Birthof SSF .................... 4
Excerpts from SSF 1920's-1940's .. .5
Pedro Tournament & Dinner . ...... 6
Victorian Tea Boutique ........... 7
The Annual Raffle Dinner Committee
NeedsYourHelp ................ 7
Join SSF Historical Society ........ 7

Junel5............ General Meeting
July20 ... Board Meeting
August17 ............ Board Meeting
September 21 ... .... General Meeting
October19 ........... Board Meeting
November 16 ......... Board Meeting
December21 ....... General Meeting

General meetings are held at:
Magnolia Center, 601 Grand Ave. - 7:00 p.m.

Board Meetings are held at:
Society Museum, 80 Chestnut Ave. - 7:00 p.m.

Memlers are welcometo Board Meetings.
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2015 Calendar

Program for March General Meeting

June 15,2015,7:00 pm
Magnola Senior Center 601 Grand Avenue SouthSanFrancisco

RUDY SANTINI, SouthSan Frangsa resident,
busiressownerand World War |l veteran, will be
our guest spedker with a presentaion of the history
of Sartini & Rocacucci and other intereding

historicd stories.

This programis free and open to
menbers and non-menbes.

Refeshnents will be seved after the program.

Colma A Journey of
Souls

An informative andinteresing film by
BryanKinggon, “ColmaA Jouney of
Souk” wasshown at the May 18th
geneal meeting. Thefilm featured
auhor Michad Svanevk and Colma
historian Pat Hatfield.

The South San Francisco
Historical Society is looking
for program ideas.

Do you have slides, photos,
artifacts or interesting stories
about South San Francisco?
Share your family or
business history.
Contact the Historical Society
at 650-829-3825.

/ Attention Cookie \
Brigade

Pleaserememberto bring
a bath of your favorte
homemadecodkieson
Junel5th.

Manythanks!
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Messgefrom Historical SocietyPresident

Our Pedo Tournamentundraiser was held onSunday, Mayl7. Wehad
12 tables of playes. Everyone had a falbus time and is looking forward
to our next oneThanks tdonna Snth for chairing this eent. For a
beginner Pedo player, shewe was organized!!'As usual, SarBonamo's
pada and neatball dnner was e ddicious. Thanks to Da/Casgrande
and Ridard Zao for helpingSam n the ktichen. Julie,Alan and their ¢éam
handlal the bar as i they vere piofesionak. Good job! Too many o#n
people to thankfor checking-in seving and/or clanup. You all kow who
you are andyou arevery much appi@ated! Nowwe @n look forward to
our Victorian Tea.

Museum Accessions/Acquis itions

* Frances R@alia: Photosof Grand Avenue paradéc 19309; Pogcardsof Fuller
Pants and Anerican Marble Co.; $vift employee photos at variousents;
needlepint picture of Sign HIl by Sue Parkdaughter of JodPark; andcrochet
dolls for kitchen. (Needlepoint ad crochet itens are arrently ondisplayin our
new Arts& Crdts Exhibit.)

» Bob Rodrigues: Photosof Guy F. Atkinson Co. bilding, locaed atRailroad and
OrangeAvenues, and areaof North Canal Street (c19703.

e Nancy Barton: Photos of Grand Avenue (1893-94) - Dunn Rig MaggsHome
and LuxMansion.

e Margo Leidig: Memorabilia belonging to Calvin Endéml- high s&ooland
collegeyeabooks,slidesfrom trip to Russian 1966; 1976 B Examinerand
WW Il military honos.

e SamBonanno: Wedding photo of Nicholas andd# Bonanno, 1931
(on disphy).

« Virginia Smith: Memombilia belonging to AlicéVallace Swansa - assoried
womens hakies, nmusic sheets and Vallace family photos(c. 1915 at the
WesernMea Co Stock Exchangéouilding.

Do You Recognize
These B oys?

The photowas probably take aound
1910-1915It was brought into the
museum B Frances Regéia who isa
DeZordo. Wittenon theback is Silvio
Joe Nick.

If you recogniz anyonein this photo
pleasecontat the Chegnut Musum at
650-829-3825.

Thankyou!
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In Memory

Virginia Lyle " Ginny" Bosibn

Darold (Dick) Fredricks*

LX) Pep Paso (d.2014)

‘%m’ Helen C. Richards

\\ Joseph Francis Rodondi
Pia Menicucd Sciandri

*Darold Fredricks

1933-2015

Darold wasalwaysa great resouce for
the Socety, geneous wth histime and
availability. More thanonce hewould
pop-in atthe nusaumto obtain inbrma
tion or shae it. Besides @bcumenting
local history hewaswell known for
writing aticles onSanFranci€o and
citiesdown the Pennsul. Overthe
yeais hewrote for several newspapes,
including the (Sun) Indeg@ndent, and
more recently for the Daily Jounal.
His atticles were repeagedin our
newsletter (including this issue)andwe
will coninueto do so.He neverhad a
problemas bngas hewasgivencredit.
During the pastyear heentrused us
with volumes ofthe SanBrunoHerald
among oher attifacts, hoping thatone
day Sn Bruno woutl start its own his-
torical society. He will besinceely
missed. Qur condoknesto his wife
Peggyand aamily.

New Members
Micheel Cdbreah
Raymondé& Caroline De Nardi
Jack Murray
Christina Ramos
TaraYosdak

/ Historical Society \
/ \
Museum
If you are looking for a gift, conside
visiting the museumat 80 Chestnut
Avenue.There are pinsremembeing
SSF ewents, T-shirts,bookson locl
history, postardsandmore.

Comeand s& whatthere is to see

~\ aboutour city. / ‘




Sunshine Gard ens School Students
Visit Chestnut Museum

On April 22nd3rd grade widentsfrom Sunshine Gardens
School visitel ourmuseum. A reuirement of the 3rd grade
curriculumis to studylocal histoy. Historical Society docats
guided the studds though the musan eplaining the history
of South Sa Francisco.

The studats ae always enthusiaic about thér visit.




A LOOK BACK: Witnessing the Birth of South SanFrancisco by Darold Fredricks
Pubishal in the Millbrae-San Bruno Sun, Wednesday,Sepemberl3,1995

The cityof South San Francisco waincorporéed on Sept. 19, 1908, dtethe dese of the Suth SanFranciscd.and and
ImprovementCompany (S6L&I Co.) to be relieed of it financial budenfor the developmeniThe SSR.&I Co.,started by
GustavusSwift of Swift Meat Compay, authorized Peter ller to atasanagent toget the titles redy for the ompay in 1889. This
he did, andn 1890 the SH.&I Co. be@gn plattingthe land est of the 12-Mile House(on Mission Road)and in Bada whee
Charles Lx had his mansion. Lux had died in 18&id Henry Miller, who had boughbut his partner's interestyanted tocontinue
in the attle business. Swift contactthim, a dehwas madeand theformer Miller-Lux Ranch wa incorporated into th8SFL&I
Co. The asten pat of the formerRancho Buri Buri, bound on thresdesby theBay waers, waswhere theneat-packing plants
were togo, dong with other irdustia businesses.

The Sa Bruno Tol Road (now Aiport Blvd.) was to behe gparationine between thanticipated industrial development ahe
platted citytha was to be developedaf the workes of the industries

In 1891, theSSH.&I Co. had platted out a city completdth pak andschoolsites in whichthe workers ad their familiescould
spend time fopleasure and edwation. It was a grandiose plan tlatluded deselopment of Sigiill as well asthe marshethat
were full ofwill ow trees due to thextremely moist avironment.

Before llerwas finished with thework, the SEL&I Co. acquired
Maria Tanforar's farmland along Sregh Lane adland & fa anay
as SarBruno Awenue. Their plas were bigand induded a city that
was to aconmodde tensof thousindsof new esidents The
directors fo the conpany were @staus Swit, Ndson Morris E.
Martin, Pete ller, Henry Miller, E.R. Lilienthd and ChalesW.
Smith. Thediredors apointedWilliam Martin and Ebaezer
Cunninghamto run the companyra they immedidely laid out the
town east of unncorpoated Bade (between Orange and Chestnut
avenues) and per Swift's instrudions, @lled the new twn South Sa
Francisco. 8eets were constried and the anticipged rush of buyers
preparedor J.I. Dunn and Compeg Realtors sold the first lan
1891 to Joh E.Nunn.

1] Thecity was launched, butto atrad morebuye's excursion boatsvere encouaged to
bring down prospestive dient from San Franciso. Lunchwasprovided to thewould-be
W“ — "T,_T‘T_m;:*r buyess while theylooked ove thearea Many @ame to lookaround anckatthe free

= == | food, butfew boughtland atfirst In 1894, with acapital stockof $800,000, thdir st
. mgor indugry devdoped onthe point (East Grandivenue)- the WesternMeat

Conpary, with the major stockholders beingHenry Miller, Henry S.Crocker, Armour

o “‘w;‘“j”“‘,”’ — - | andCompany, Michael Cudday and Peter ller. A justice of the peace (H.H Hubachek)
s e T “suimiing 5. | andcongable (J.P. Hill) were apponted, andcivic government wason its wayto being
2 || organized.
SSF Land & Improvement Co. dock for excursion
boats (1893) Now thatthe Wedern Meat Company wasdevdopingjobsfor the community, the

SteigerTemra Cota Pottery Worksfollowed in 1894, wit Baden Brickalsoin 1894, Mdath Brick Company in 1898, W.PFuller
Paintsin 1898,and the South& Fandsco Lumber Companin 1898.

In anticipdion of needing a centtaontrol on themeat industry, the
three-storyStodk Exchange building wahuilt in 1893 acrossthe sdreet
from the stokyards. The lowerlbors had offices and the compéas
bank, andon the second floor wee a dining room, @ding room, ad a
bar. The thirdfloor had sleeping quters ad apartments. Thigsse
ment hada baber shop and bathroom# was a large, ornate building
with a erandaextending along oneide of the hilding.

The SSFL&I @. continued to ly land and lay the property out for
lots and bisinessdevelopment. Theyantrolled the dedepment of
amost all oftheBaden and 8Suth &n Francisco propertigbut their
financial burderior developing Beets, waer, sewer, etc. bame more
than theycouldhande. So, the ampany ecouraged incorpotian. It

culminatedin the population 0f1,989 citizns voting in favor of irar- WesternWieat Eompan—siockExchanae
poration onSept. 19, 1908. East Grand Avenue (c. 1930)
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Excerpts from: South San Fancisco1920's- 1940's Waslt the Bestof Times?
by Marian E CawassaWagstaff written forhe classreunion

The Saith SanFrancisco which lam going to Bare with you isbest desribed starting fromwhere | lived at 478Baden Avenue--the
cornerof Spru@ and Baden. Spice Arenueextendd to Ralroad Avenuewhere theravasa dred barrier and beyond wasThe
Willows." SpruceAvenue wa a &aters paadise. Thiswasthe aea where mangampfirescould beseenfrom time totime and
indicateda ime when men wer without work. We ched them hoboedMary of them foundtheir way toour backdoorwhere they
asled for ameal. Some woked for it and others wa ther way with a thankyou. Thenumber that @me cased ugo believe that
our house hdbeen marked.

I amremindel of an incident tha preents this point. It watold by myfather ad it relatego the yea 1906. Many peopleeft San
Franciso following the quak mming to SSF sééng refuge with frieds aad family members. Tlyewalked orcame bybicycle.A
largenumberof Chine® from Huntes Point caneto the drug storen-routeto their destination--th8SFoyster bedsEach individ
ual puchase two items-a roll of toilet pgper and a tooth brush. Myather wasmpressedby their seletion reflecting their cleanlk
ness, bt to make certain his concluens were correct hefinally asked oneof the may why itemswere purchasd andwas told"to
write lettershome of course" (pger, brush ad theSSF guid for ink).

Back to mystory...Railrod, Commecial and Baden ¥enue extendd to Cheshut
Avenue. Whee the willows stopped ad violets grew in field aftefield. Linden
Avenuewasnotindustialized beyond the Morrill Ink Rnt. When riding in anopen [
carwinds wouldwhip through leavinghe riders dilled to thebone Thissection of RTINS
Linden Avenuewas called "No Man's Lad." Grand Aenue extend&beyond Lhbi R ﬁf
Chestnut Aenuemeeting theSan Francisco/San Mateo aéine. Thee waslittle con |
structionon Grand Arenuebeyond Chestnut Aveue; thee were mary gardens, afew
farm housesandthe 12 Mile House, that caused lait of comment andpeculabn,
was thelastestblishment beore the depot.

The RosaidRand, whee bewiful gladiolas among otheflowers, brightened the
areaaboveGrand Arenueon Chemut. Beyond the flmers were \egetable grdens "
one lading nto anothe. Should one travee this wg any distanceandenter tte road Calfassa Fharmacy

. . ; Grand Avenue (c. 1915)
leadingto Colmathey would pas the emeteries--a weird plado beafter dark.

Therewerefew honmesin theealy period beyond the JunioréBior High Schobadjacent tahe baseof thehill on Spruce Avenue.
All along Linden Avenuein the diection of San Frarisco thee were many small homegad with their fencedmanicured gadens
and afew neéghborhood stars. Naby was theMartin Elementary School. Peks Lotswasin its infancy with avigoroussalescam
paign which coninued br a numbenof yeas.

As onewalked down Linden Avaue acossthe highway and down to the behremnantf the oystebeds ad afew dilapidated
warehaises wee passd. For the mos part thegreen rolling hils with aview of the bayon all sideded tothe beat whee many
family picrics and beach paies were hdd.

Grand Avenueextendal pas the Southern &ific Railroad Sation, theEdwads Wire Works Armours MeatPlant, the Stockyard,
the Tannerythe Western Meat @mpany, Fullers Paintiad finally the Marine Mgnesium PlanBeyond vas aother smallcove
whichwas less frequentel than the other bezh.

Thereweregangsin our ery yeas.The Bade and theRailroad gangswere activegroups. Infact, Bada Avenue hadseveraldis-
tinct groups.Interadion planned through pent foresight kept the grops onan everkeel. Both FatheMoran andRev.Adam Bird
wereintensey interestal in the wéfare of the youth in SSF. Progna were developed within edt churchfacility and attimes there
was a interreltionship of a numbe of different groupsBefore All Sauls CatholicSchoolwasbuilt the opa field was frequently
used forbaseblh games, minortrack, informal group gaes and arnivds.

Available fadlitiesfor summer recreaton wereinitiated bythe séiool administators and
boad of educaton. Asinterestgrew, formdized programs deeslopedinvolving both the
city coundl andthe schooldistrict. | believethe dforts of Mrs. Carrie Wintenalter and
Mrs. Margaret Weller were instumentd in presenting thisssueand aprog-am of action.
The success of this joint efort marked thebeginning of whats now an erviable recre
ation progamfor a geaer nunber of peoplein amud larger ommunity. What has
been acoomplishedcan be ceditedto the dty council in its @pointment ofarecreation
commisson May 19, 1941. S.K. Robbins wa eleted chairman, Mrgaret Véller, vice
charman,and Lura Zllick, ecrtary. Lurahas ben anactivemember of thatommis
: . sion sincethatdae. | salute herandthe manytha have grved oer theyears Lura
Wintefshefrl'itfkfgﬁgf°u"d shouldbe commissibned by lis body © write the historical deelopment ofRecreation
in S§. It isa program of which you @n bemost proud.

(Dueto thelengh of Mrs. Wagstaffs story, it ends here..to becontinued at anothetime.) PAGE 5



South San Francisco Historical
Society Pedro Tournament a nd Dinner

| would like to thank everyone \Wwo dtended the Paro
Tournamehon Sunday May 17th. ®mecamefrom as far
away as Sard Rosaand Novato. Aspecial thanks to 8m
Bononno for ggrea dinner and to nmabea's who helped gaup,
checkin playes, sdl drink tickets serve dinnags and clea up.
Thanks to Ahn Chimenti & friendsfor bartending.

DonnaSmth

Now there’s another way to find out
what’s going on with the
South San Francisco Historical Society.

K Follow us on Facebook J
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Benefiting the 109-year vld

Plymire-Schwarz House
519 Grand Avenue + South San Francisco

Reservations will be taken starting on June 20",

Saturday & Sunday, July 18 & 19

-and -

Saturday & Sunday, July 25 & 26
Tews this year~ ALL SEATINGS: 1:00pm|

$30 per person (non-refundable donation)

Please call Dorothy Buhagiar (650) 589-5597

Payment must, be received within
7 days after reservation is made
or reservation will be cancelled .

+ We regret we cannet guarantee special dietary needs can accommedated.

The Annual Dinner Raffle Committee

Needs Your Help!

If you frequent gred locd regaurants, could you plea&sas for
a dondion of a gift certificate forour axnual fundraiser?

Contact MaryGiusi, 650-583-3102 o¥alerie Sommer,
650-829-3872for a copy ofthe aanual appédetter.

Theseare somef the egaurant that wewould like to

highlight in our rdfle:

Amoura

Barbaa’s FAsh Trap
Bertoluca’'s
Boulevard Café
Cheese@ke Fadory
Elephant Bar
Gunter's

Grard Pdace
Houlihans

Jak’s

MossBeach Distillery

Paul Martin’s
South Habor

If you havea favorite redaurant not on this list, wd’ gopreciate

your assistare Thanks!

AntiguaCafé

Bagjue Culurd Center
BJs

Buon Guso

Di Napoli's

Five Guys
FlacasJamaican Grill
Gunters

IHOP

Joanneés

Paga Moon

Sam'’s Chowder House
And More

Q

TR mmmmmmmmmmmmmmm—m———————

Join the South San Francisco
Historical Society
Help preserve o ur storied history

If youare interesiedin bemming a newmemberor to
renew your menbershp pleasefill out this form and
mail with check made outto:

South San Frandsco Historical Society
80 Chestnut Ae., So. San Frandsco, CA 94080

Name/NamesCorporation

Address

Phone#

Email

[0 Student- $5.00
] Family - $20.00
[] Corporate - $100.00

O Individual- $15.00
[J] Suppoter - $25.00
] Life Membership - $500.00
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~ The Industrial City
- ECHOES

/

80 Chestnut Avenue
South San Francisco, CA 94080

South San Francisco Historical Society

Board o f Directors

Preddent .............................GinnyTilton
First VicePresdent .....................SamBonanno
Second Vice President....................SylviaPayre
RecordingSegetary .................... CisaHanse
Treaurer ............................Julie Chimeni
Financial Seaetary ......................DonnaSmith

Two Year Directors
Jearete Acosta, Barbara Cerquettinil.ily GermangRobbie Herta,
Valerie Sommer

One Year Director s
Lynn Boldenweck, Dave Casagrande, Victoria Morales Healy,
Gloria Lagomarsino, Lois Mares,

Ex Officio Members
Roy Bava, Diana Ferrari, Mary Giusti, Berthalskra, Rck Ochsehirt,
Sylvia Payne, Ray Yoschek

Plymire-Schwarz Steering Com mittee
Director: Roy Bava
Jeanete Acosta, RoseBava, LouiseBrusm, Jlie Chiment,
Elizabeth Ervin, Phyllis Feudde, Mary Giugi, RobbieHuetta,
Bertha Iskra, Rick Ochsenhirt, Ry Yosch&

Museum Directors
Elizabeth Ervin and Sylvia Payne

The SSFHistorical Sociey is co-ponsoredby the SF Parks &
Recreation Dept. Itis through the City’s gererosity trat many of
the Sodgety’s goalsare acconplished.

/ 1l Historical Society of South San Francisco, Inc.

NON-PROFIT
Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
San Bruno, CA
Permit No. 750

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Contact & Location Information

Chestnut Avenue Museum
80 Chestnut Avente
650-829-38%5
Tues & Thurs (2-4:00 p.m.) ard
2nd & 4th Saurdays (1-3:00 p.m.)
Museum Canmittee Co-Chairs:
Elizabeth Ewvin & Sylvia Payne
Offi ce Hours: Weds (10-2:00 p.m.)
Please all if youare interested
in wlunteeiing a the nuseum.

Historic al Society of South
San Francisco, Inc.

80 Chestnut Avente

South San Francisa, CA 94080

History Room / Grand
Avenue Branch Library
306 Walnut Avenue
650-877-8533
Thurs (2-4:00 p.m.) or by
appointmert
Library Histaian Kathy Kay

Plymire-Schwarz House
519 Grand Averue
650-875-6938
Wedresdays (2-4:00 p.m.)
Director: Roy Bava

Memberships Expire December 31

Membership runson acaknda yearexpiring annually
on Deacnber 31st
Membership is $15.00 peperson -$20per family.
If you aeintereded in becoming a nev membercontact
the museumat 650-829-38250r
Mail your check b:
Souh San FrancscoHistorical Society
80 ChegnutAvenue
Souh Sa Francisco,CA 94080

ECHOES Editor: Sylvia Payne s 650-829-3825 ¢ $historical@gmail.com
Layout & Design: Gloria Lagomarsino amgraphics25@yahoo.com




